
Ar e You Ready to Make a Map?

Do you have a general 
understanding of your  

subject?

Have you 
decided what 

speci f ic 
subtopic you 

want to col lect 
data on?

Use your  l ibrar y to r ead 
some relevant ar ticles, 

books, and encylcopedia 
entr ies on your  topic. 

No

Tr y conducting 
some prel iminar y 

searches using 
var ious key word 

phrases in pr imar y 
or  secondar y 

source databases to 
gage the amount of 

source mater ial 
avai lable. 

Have you decided 
how  to str ucture 

your  data? Do you 
know  what types 

of information 
you want to 

col lect?

How  does your  data 
deal w i th time? Are 

you chronicl ing  
single events, a 
r ange of events, 

change over  time? You are r eady to 
star t col lecting 

data! Jump to the 
data cleaning 

section.

Par t 1: Data Collection

What is the geographic 
base of your  data? Are 

you col lecting data based 
off  of ci ties, addresses, 

states, countr ies?

What other  interesting 
facets of your  data do 
you want to include in 

your  spreadsheet? What 
about ticket pr ices, or  

per fomers, or  show  star t 
times? 

How  else could you 
fur ther  classi fy your  

data? Do you want to add 
a column for  season, 

geographic r egion, type 
of work, etc?

Have you included a 
column for  ci tations? 

Ever y row  needs a 
complete (and unique) 

ci tation.

Have you f inished col lecting 
data? Are you f inished 

working w ith your  source 
mater ial? Don't wor r y i t 's 
okay i f  some columns and 

rows are empty!

Par t 2: Data Cleaning

Are your  dates in a 
standardized format? I 

r ecommend 
MM/DD/YYYY

Is ever y cel l  complete? 
Have you added 

unknow n to any cel ls 
where you couldn't f ind 

the information?

Have you checked for  
inconsistencies across 

categor ial labels? 
(Midwest vs Mid-west, 

Sarah's vs Sarahs)

What is the purpose of each 
column in your  dataset? How  

does each column tr anslate into 
your  visual map? Do you need 

to add any new  columns for  
fur ther  speci f ici ty?

Does ever y row  have a 
complete ci tation?

Is your  spreadsheet: 
- standardized
- systemetized
- organized & complete It looks l ike you are 

r eady to begin mapping!

St i l l  need help?
 
See the How To Page of  the Musical  
Geogr aphy si te: 
h t tps://m usicalgeogr aphy.or g/how-to/

See my v ideo tu tor i al  on data 
cleaning: h t tps://bi t .l y/3kTr jwz
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Having considered these 
questions, you are now  

ready to star t col lecting data. 
I t is okay i f  you need to 
change your  database 

columns in the middle of the 
data col lection process. 

Check 
your  
work

Yes

https://musicalgeography.org/how-to/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9z_0x611o0&list=PLb5ygTNBxMzQp6knWBZQ_bgriAvI0swnY&index=2
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